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Introduction 

What does the Bible says about who we are? 

What meaningful rights in Christ that can derived from that identity? 

How does that identity inform how we treat one another?  

What kind of  leadership models can be derived from that identity? 

What kind of traditions can be formed to remind us of that identity and pass it on to further believers? 

I will attempt to answer all of these questions and more in this brief  beginner’s guide to Ammi Ruhama  

Community Christian Union and hope that it is helpful in explaining just what we are doing and what God has 

called us to do. 

First thing’s first,  

 

What Does Ammi Ruhama Mean? 

Ammi Ruhama means, “You are my people,” and “You have received mercy,” respectively. The two pro-

nouncements come from Hosea 2 when God is pronouncing judgement on the people of God for their adul-

terous ways. The people of God at the time were the children of Israel and the book of Hosea details that they 

ran after the things of creation because they thought that those things gave them all of the gifts that actually 

came from God. God sees this kind of behaviour as adulterous and commanded the prophet Hosea to marry 

a prostitute and have children by her. The first child was called Lo-Ammi (You are not my people) and the 

second, Lo-Ruhama (You have not received mercy). God did this because He was chastising them for living 

as if they were not the people of God, and as if  they had not received His mercy. Immediately after their births 

and naming God tells Hosea to prophecy to the people of Israel saying,  

 

Say to your brothers, “You are my people,”[b] and to your sisters, “You have received mercy.” 

                     Hosea 2:1 English Standard Version 

God then launches into a judgement on their corporate mother Israel who has gone after her, ‘lovers,’ and 

calls them to live in their true identity as the people of God who have received mercy.  

The Apostle Peter picks up this language when he writes of the New Testament people of God: 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not 

a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

                 1 Peter 2:9-10 English Standard Version 

This identity as the people of God who have received mercy is the identity of everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord. 
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So, Ammi Ruhama is a Church? 

Not exactly. 

We identify our community as a ‘Christian Union,’ to reflect our diversion from the word, concept, and polity 
of the traditional church model and reflect the total unity in love, faith and hope for which we strive. It is im-
portant to note that while the word ‘Church,’ and its derivatives, carry with them a rich history of obedient 
believers in Christ and people of God who have received mercy that the value of that history of obedience 
rests entirely in the Holy Spirit who indwells us. As such, the change of identification is to distance ourselves 
from modern day, extra-biblical models and polities in order to establish a fresh narrative of the people of 
God who have received mercy. 

The identification as a Christian Union also more publicly renders the specific Symbiotic Organisations we 
individually choose to associate with (if any) as comparatively inconsequential to that unity as it is with any 
other worldly difference we can imagine i.e. where we work, where we live, our socio-economic status etc. It 
is our belief that the unity in the body of Christ we are told to pursue in the Word of God transcends what 
has become known as the, ‘local church,’ which has been overrun by extra-biblical organisations we call 
‘symbiotic organisations,’ or SOs. SOs operate to supply safety, legitimacy and provision for the body of 
Christ outside of God and in direct opposition to the spiritual rights of the people of God who have received 
mercy. Depending on their age, SOs vary in severity to the health of the body of Christ, and so we have en-
deavoured to rid ourselves entirely of an SO by various means of returning to the scriptures for our form and 
function as well as to recognise the rights of the people of God who have received mercy. 
 
Finally, identification as a Christian Union ensures that we maintain strong ties with the believers inside the 
Symbiotic Organisations who are yet to, and indeed may never decide to rid themselves entirely of the SO 
and culture they have associated most strongly with Christianity. In other words, we are not a Christian Union 
as opposed to Baptist or Presbyterian, but are simply a Christian Union who may have those who associate 
with the SOs that are Baptist or Presbyterian or any other form of Christianity. We believe that Christians still 
operate within SOs and as we are called to be one with them, there is no excuse on our part to alienate them. 
It is our hope that the majority of believers will abandon the SO model, but in the event that they do not, we 
will strive to love them in ways that they cannot love us back due to their organisation and structure. 

Do You Have a Theological Statement? 

In short? No. This is because we firmly believe that all knowledge is revealed knowledge from God and that 
to ask a believer to affirm anything other than Christ and Him Crucified would pressure them to put their 
faith in the wisdom of people instead of in the power of God and ultimately to form them in our wisdom in-
stead of being formed by the wisdom that comes from God. This would be a form of “lording over,” our 
leadership responsibility which is strictly forbidden behaviour in the body of Christ. Instead those who are 
mature encourage each one to, as Paul says in Philippians 2:12b-13  
 
“work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure.” 
 
If we as leaders work out another’s salvation for them, we cannot help but to work it out to our will and our 
good pleasure and our purpose. The result is self-evidently destructive to the work of building God’s King-
dom and not our own, so we guide each believer into the knowledge of the truth but do not make it a sign on 
the dotted line issue of unity. Declaring the gospel according to Paul in 1 Corinthians is sufficient. 
 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
             1 Corinthians 15:3-4 English Standard Version 

Page 2 



Ammi Ruhama Community Christian Union 

You are My People | You have Received Mercy 

What Kind of  Rights Are We Talking About? 

 

We believe that the identity given to us upon our new birth is also a bestowal of rights based on that identity. 
Our identities are rooted, first, in who God is, and what He has done, specifically that He has made us a peo-
ple and given us mercy and so to deny one is to deny the others. Let’s take a look at a few that we have been 
able to discern. 

(See: Matt. 20:25; Lk 22:25; 2 Cor. 1:24; 1 Pet. 5:3) 

 

1.       First, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which in theory or practice denies or replaces the identity 
of the Church as anything more or less than, “the people of God who have received mercy,” for the sake of 
human credibility, organizational convenience, or financial security. These identities include but are not lim-
ited to a governmental state, a for-profit business, a non-profit organization, or a self-proclaimed para-church 
organization. 

(See: Hos 2:1; Matt 21:13; Lk 19:46; Rom 9:25) 

 

2.       Second, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which denies a believer’s equal standing in Christ by 
way of grading on a spectrum of spiritual maturity by the means of age, physical or mental ability, education, 
wealth, poverty, life experience, born gender, nationality, skin colour, prior church attendance, prior church 
involvement, regular monetary giving nor adherence to any other self-made religion, asceticism, or severe 
treatment of the body as a means of sanctification nor any other discriminating factor which would by way of 
presupposition cause the believer to be denied the right to pursue church involvement in any and all areas of 
leadership, service and ministry. 

(See: Col 2:20-23; Gal 3:28) 

 

 3.       Third, no tradition shall be taught or nor practiced which denies a confessing believer their immediate 
rite of baptism, without obstruction, interval, or any other impediment for the sake of human credibility. 

(See: Acts 2:38-41; 8:26-40; 16:15; 16:33)  

 

4.       Fourth, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which oversteps, ignores, or otherwise denies the 
priesthood of any individual believer and thus usurp the high priesthood of Christ, causing them to inappro-
priately rely on any church leader for that which they themselves ought to be fully capable, including prayer, 
confession, communion, baptism, and discipleship. (See: Heb. 7:26 , 1 Pet. 2:9) 

Jesus commanded us as leaders not to lord our leadership over the believers as the gentiles do and, as such, here are 
here are some basic principles of believers’ rights. 
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 5.       Fifth, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which interferes with the natural course of Biblical sanc-
tification in the believer’s life which may cause them to inappropriately put their trust in any person or per-
sons, living or dead, nor their writings, creeds, confessions nor oaths to inform them of who God is, what 
God has done, who that makes them, and what they ought to do about it.  (See: Phil 2:12-13)  

 

6.       Sixth, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which by its practice denies a clear command in the 
scriptures nor outsources individual obedience to the Word to any person(s), nor organization, para-church 
or otherwise regardless of their skill, resources, training, or expertise. (See: Matt. 15:3; Mark 7:8-9)  

 

7.       Seventh, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which demands of the believer that it is their spiritual 
service and duty to actively protest or boycott unbelieving person(s), due to their natural state of sin resulting 
in the failure to reach them with the message of reconciliation to the Father. (See: 1 Jn 4:8 , Lk 23:34)  

 

8.       Eighth, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which demands of the believer by community agree-
ment, code of conduct, or any other secondary document, compulsory monetary giving to any organization 
including the fellowship. (See: Acts 5:1-11)  

 

9.       Ninth, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which screens access to the fellowship via oath, creed, 
or commitment to any secondary document. (See: Matt. 5:37) 

 

 10.   Tenth, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which protects and sustains any practice which is explic-
itly forbidden in the Scriptures nor that elective tradition which has lost its practical and theological meaning.  

(See all passages detailed in Developing Biblical Traditions) 

 

11. Eleventh, no tradition shall be taught or practiced which restricts the access of any believer to the whole 
number of individuals in the body of Christ within their ability to connect with them. This includes intention-
ally and unintentionally exalting commitment to a particular symbiotic organisation, tradition or leader over 
one’s commitment to the raising up of the whole body of Christ to full reproducing maturity in Christ. 

(See: 1 Corinthians 3:21-23) 
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So What Do All These Rights Mean? 

All of these rights mean that as much as we are meant to live life together as the body of Christ, we also have 
an inbuilt personal responsibility to God to take part, to grow, to mature and to raise others to full reproduc-
ing maturity in Christ. It also means that we are meant to live in unity with God and with others in respect to 
these rights. That unity is in love, faith and hope. Love of God and one another, faith in His son Jesus and 
His death on the cross and Hope that rests in His resurrection and looks forward to His coming return. This 
unity is the unity we are all called to in the body of Christ. When we honour, respect and submit to one an-
other based on these and other rights of the people of God who have received mercy, the felt need for overt 
organisational answers to the problems of the people of God disappear. The problems may, at first, remain, 
but responsibility for those problems moves from being outsourced to others to the individual people of God 
taking personal responsibility for those problems and seeking God to fulfil them by His means alone.  
 

What Kind of  Leadership Structure Do You Have? 

Our leadership structure is a Christ Centred structure. Jesus taught His disciples that the first shall be last and 
the last shall be first. Jesus cemented His place as the everlasting “last,” of all humanity when He gave His life 
for us as the ultimate act of service and love. No act of any human can or ever will displace that act as the 
most sacrificial ever, and so He remains our High Priest. After Jesus there is no hierarchy among the people 
of God; only degrees of mutual love, service and submission that mark out the truly mature believers who are 
following after Christ’s example.  We believe that the key passages in which the Apostle Paul describes the 
ideal church leader is a description of a particularly mature believer. Each mature believer is a gift to the body 
of Christ to edify and equip the believers for the work of the ministry of reconciliation which Jesus started. 
This reconciliation is between God and humanity and humanity with themselves and so there can be no divi-
sion among the people of God who have received mercy. Jesus prays in John 17 that when we show the 
world that we are not divided that they will believe that Jesus was sent by the Father. This unity, again, is in 
the love of the Father and of one another, faith in the son and his death on the cross and hope that rests in 
His resurrection and looks forward to His coming return. 

How Do You Get Anything Done? 

It does seem like a decentralised, open model of leadership based on maturity in Christ would make it diffi-
cult to get the usual things done that we are used to seeing the body of Christ do on a week to week basis. 
This is not by mistake, but because those things are more than likely the fruit of outsourcing our responsibili-
ties for the sake of our safety, legitimacy and provision. Let break down what we are used to seeing the body 
do and then examine the kinds of things the body of Christ did in Acts. 

There's an awful lot that the body of Christ is responsible for implementing in the world both past and pre-
sent. We have started hospitals, orphanages, quasi-welfare regimes, government reform and more. We get up 
to all kinds of biblically rationalised schemes that occupy the service time of the average believer and take up 
a good deal of the professional's time planning and implementing summer camps, vacation bible schools, in-
ner city evangelism, as well as the programs that run throughout the year including crises pregnancy centres, 
inner city sports clubs, youth groups, school prayer groups, small groups, counselling services, six weekly clas-
ses of Sunday school, children's church the Sunday message and Wednesday night Bible Study. This is a con-
servative account of everything going on in an average body. It seems like a lot of good things are happening, 
but are they the things that are supposed to be happening? 
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Let me be clear. I grew up doing these things--heck I eventually put these things on myself in a leadership 
capacity, but I have since taken a step back to ask if we are like the child who merely guesses at what their 
parents want them to do rather than simply asking and doing? We have definitely been told something to do, 
but the more I consider it, the more it looks like we're like the child who does everything but what Dad has 
asked us to do in an attempt to mitigate our disobedience. We are hoping God will be pleased that we have 
rearranged our Bibles by size and in alphabetical order instead of cleaning our room like he asked. My ap-
proach to this problem is my belief that everything we are commanded in the Word to do, we are meant to 
personally do. There is no provision in the Word for outsourcing obedience to Christ. So, what is it we are 
called to personally do as the people of God who have received mercy, and perhaps more pressingly, what is it 
that mature believers in God are meant to edify and equip the saints to be able to do? First, a little reality 
check. 

I know of a certain believer who, at the time of our conversation, led a certain children's ministry in a certain 
church and had a heart to disciple the students who were under them in this ministry with at least one student 
whose salvation was doubtful--but literally didn't have the time provided to do it because of that ministry. 
Reaching these students wasn't the purpose of why they had been given this ministry, it was because of their 
degree that they had been given a place of honour and so the utilization of that degree in the program meant 
that these students came, they helped out and they left week after week after week. They were doing a stellar 
job in their ministry as it was presented to them, but because their discipleship fell outside of this mature be-
liever's ministry there was no provision for that essential act of obedience to take place in the normal func-
tioning of their ministry. The outsourcing of reaching the children of the body to this one believer and their 
team caused a failure in the normal everyday functioning of the body of Christ. Not because they didn't do a 
good job, but because discipleship was not the ministry mandate--some other manufactured program was. 
When we get tunnel vision in the body of Christ for fulfilling our ministry mandates without making disciples 
of Jesus, we are no better than Disney+ or Netflix. We might as well stick our children in front of Stranger 
Things on Sunday because that's how much we are raising them up to reproducing maturity in Christ. 

When we outsource our obedience in order to focus more fully on our specific program that is when people 
fall through the cracks. That is how people can grow up in the church for 15 or 20 years and still walk away 
thinking they know everything there is to know about being a part of the body of Christ and still miss it--they 
were never discipled in the first place. It was always somebody else's job. So what do we do but make it a spe-
cific person's job and outsource that responsibility more concretely. Now we have a discipleship pastor! Oh 
boy, if discipleship doesn't happen now at least we have somebody we can fire! A scapegoat; because we're 
not going to stop outsourcing our obedience to Christ! There's too much work to be done, and I don't want 
to be the one to do it; it's not my "vocation,". God didn't tell me to do it. He didn't call me here or there--to 
this people or that people. The rationalization of our disobedience never ends and it goes so far back in most 
cases that it is no wonder that we have the kind of organisational disintegration we have today. To the best of 
my knowledge we don't know when making full reproducing disciples of Christ became secondary to our pro-
grams but it was at that point that the Symbiotic Organisation took over and replaced the people of God who 
have received mercy as the symbol and front for Christianity. 

If God called us to shut our doors, would we? Stop Youth Group? Stop Sunday School? Stop the Sunday 
Message? Stop Prayer Group? Stop all of our ministries? How many people would remain to disciple one an-
other into full reproducing maturity in Christ? A dozen? Half Dozen maybe? Even though this is our one 
job? Most likely. How long could we feasibly keep the church building and all of the vehicles and infrastruc-
ture built around these ministries? Could we still claim to take care of orphans and widows if there is no min-
istry devoted to it? Can we still claim to take care of unwed mothers and the fatherless children of our com-
munity if we don't have a crises pregnancy centre? Can we still claim to care for the poor and the homeless if 
the foodbank isn't at our building and we stop the soup bus to the inner city? Stripped of all of our conven-
iences and outsourcing, will we welcome the homeless poor into our homes? Will we help pay the bills of the 
widows and single parents in our communities? Will we be known by our love? 
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These are the kinds of acts that revealed the love and maturity of the people of God who have received mer-
cy. They took personal responsibility for one another. They paid each other's debts, they sold vast tracks of 
land to finance and go with the Apostles into all the world to preach the gospel. They provided for widows 
within their community with no other means of provision. They adopted orphans and took them along with 
them on their journeys. They used their trades to provide for the poor and the homeless, All the while recog-
nising those who had already been doing those things as mature in Christ and called them things like, "son of 
encouragement," to point to them and say that they embody what it means to be an encourager! No such or-
ganic system of safety, legitimacy and provision in the body of Christ exists today, and yet, the sanctification 
of one another in our hearts and minds as siblings is what reinforces that love and care and attention that we 
are called to in the Scriptures. Within this reality there is so much overlap of love that even if one person 
misses an opportunity to disciple someone they are instantly brought up by someone else. This may sound 
like a fantasy, but consider that we if we were not so consumed by seeking our own kingdoms and our own 
righteousness we would have the presence of mind, and heart to seek God's Kingdom and His righteousness 
as He has described it in His Word. We would be known for our acts of love and therefore for our unity and 
people would believe that the Father had sent Jesus just as He prayed in the garden. 

How Can I Participate? 

There are many ways to participate at Ammi Ruhama Community. Participation among the people of God 
who have received mercy shows an interest in the work of continually receiving and communicating the gos-
pel among us and through us. We believe that this must be done first personally by the receiving and giving 
of the gospel, secondarily through teaching and exhorting the body and thirdly through giving financially to-
wards the livelihood of those who have committed a great deal of time and attention towards the edifying and 
equipping of the body. It should be said that this financial giving is removed from our separate personal re-
sponsibility of caring for orphans and widows and the poor and needy which we believe cannot be out-
sourced by giving to the body. All financial giving within Ammi Ruhama Community is strictly on the basis of 
freewill and love. We firmly believe that no fellowship or organisation has the right to coerce their brothers 
and sisters to give to them for any reason lest it be said that anyone added an undue burden to the gospel of 
Christ. Saying this, it is well established in the Word that workers in the gospel are worth their wages and that 
the people of God should consider the services rendered to them in edification, encouragement and equip-
ment in the gospel for the work of reconciliation as any other service rendered to them and offer what the 
Spirit moves them to offer. 

17Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching 
and teaching. 18For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The 
laborer deserves his wages.” 

1 Timothy 5:17-18 English Standard Version (See also 1 Corinthians 9 for Paul's reasoning) 

Primary Participation in the Gospel is quite simple and comes in two basic forms. 

1. Contributing towards existing teaching via moving the conversation forward with commenting, and sharing 
is the easiest and ultimately most helpful method of participation. It ensures that posts are clearly written and 
that anything not addressed in the original post is addressed in the comments and then in any follow up 
teaching if necessary. 

2. Intercession in prayer for us before the Father is also a primary method of participation with us as it adds 
multiple sources of prayer for us to be sensitive to the Spirit of God as he teaches us through His word and 
as we write to and teach the rest of the people of God. 
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Secondary participation is a little more involved. Those who consider themselves mature in the faith may con-
tribute directly towards the writing of teaching and devotion. For those interested in this method of participa-
tion, please submit all interest to discipleni@gmail.com with a picture and brief (60 word) author's bio and a 
sample of your writing. An online interview will then be arranged in which it is advised that the author display 
a more than adequate grasp of the general ethos, tone and teaching of ARC as well as their ability to expand 
on it. Being able to demonstrate their maturity in Christ is above all the most essential criteria, not for our 
sake, but for the sake of the author who aspires to train the people of God in further righteousness. 

For those interested in taking an extra interest in our work, you can give towards compensating contributing 
authors and teachers either directly by contacting the author or through the following methods. 

Paypal - https://paypal.me/AmmiRuhamaCommunity?country.x=GB&locale.x=en_GB 

Direct Debit - Contact us by email: discipleni@gmail.com 

We look forward to your future participation with us and highly suggest that you subscribe to the website to 
receive notifications of each days teaching.  

Conclusion 
 
After all of these considerations our desire is to see the people of God live as one with one another and God 
as God is one with Himself in our lifetimes. To see a fresh wave of familial love spread over the body of 
Christ such that tribal, theological, political and cultural walls and barriers are toppled with no stone left un-
turned. In there place we desire to see the Spirit of God move in and through all of His people unhindered 
and unquenched like the firing synapses of the brain; every moment of every day both while active and at rest 
making fresh interconnections and fulfilling God’s will on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 
So there you have it. Hopefully this brief overview was able to answer some key questions you may have had 
about our fellowship and if not, ask the person who gave you this guide. If they are unable to answer your 
questions satisfactorily, we will arrange a meeting to take you along while they learn the answer for themselves 
as well. 

 

 

 

For More Information Contact Daniel Bacon at 

discipleni@gmail.com  

or visit 

www.ammiruhamacommunity.wordpress.com 
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